
Medieval Trail 
Map references are to the Central Southampton map 
 
10.30 – 12.00 Walk the Walls 
Bargate map reference C4 
Take a tour of the medieval town walls – simply follow the signs (“Walk the 
Walls” feet and information panels). Southampton has some of the best 
preserved town walls in the UK and about half of the one mile circuit still 
survives. Many of the towers and gates are still standing, including the famous 
Bargate. This is a good point from which to start your walk – it is one of the 
finest town gateways in the UK. The first floor of Southampton’s Bargate is now 
home to a gallery featuring modern art. This is open to the public free of charge 
when there are exhibitions. During the times when exhibitions are being changed 
over the gallery will be closed. Information about the Bargate Gallery can be 
found at www.bargategallery.org, by telephone to 023 8033 8778 or by email 
to info@aspacearts.org. Please note that there is no disabled access to 
the first floor as access is by a steep flight of stone steps, with handrails. There is 
no lift. 
 
12.00 – 13.00 Lunch 
Have lunch in one of the historic city centre pubs. The Red Lion in the High 
street, which started life as a medieval merchant’s house, still retains its vaults 
and the Duke of Wellington in Bugle Street is built on top of 12th Century 
vaults. 
 
13.15 – 14.15 The Southampton Museum of Archaeology, God’s House 
Tower, Platform Road, Town Quay 
Map reference C6 
The museum is located in the historic God’s House Tower and displays some 
of the objects previously displayed at the Tudor House Museum, which at 
present is closed for refurbishment. There is an exciting temporary exhibition 
programme and the museum has an interactive computer from which visitors 
can access the Archaeological Collections Database and a CD-Rom about 
Medieval Southampton. In the museum can be seen a fascinating model of 
Southampton Old Town depicting the town as it would have appeared in 
1620. Please note that there is wheelchair access to the foyer only and that to 
reach the exhibition areas there are flights of stairs but no lift. 
Admission charges apply. 

Adults - £2.50  
Children - £1.50  
Children under 7 - Free  
Family tickets - £5.50  
Concessions - £1.50 

 



Opening times:  
Thursday and Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm 
Saturday and Sunday 11am - 4.00pm  
Tel: 023 8063 5904 
 
14.30 – 15.30 Maritime Museum, corner of Bugle Street/Town Quay Road. 
Map reference C6 
Built originally as a warehouse for the medieval wool trade, the museum now 
depicts the story of the Port of Southampton and the great liners that sailed 
from the city to all parts of the world. On the first floor is an exhibition telling 
the story of the “Titanic” and how the loss of the ship had such an impact on 
the people of Southampton. 
Please note that there is wheelchair only to the ground floor exhibitions. The 
first floor and Titanic exhibition can only be reached by flights of stairs and 
there is no lift. 
Admission Charges apply: 

Adults - £2.50  
Children - £1.50  
Children under 7 - Free  
Family tickets - £5.50  
Concessions - £1.50 

Opening times:  
Monday – Friday 10.00am – 4.00pm 
Saturday – Sunday 11.00am – 4.00pm  
 
Tel: 023 8063 5904 
E-mail: museums@southampton.gov.uk 
 
15.45 – 16.30 Medieval Merchants House, 58 French Street 
Map reference C5 
A chance to explore one of England’s finest surviving medieval merchant’s 
houses.The house belongs to English Heritage and has been restored to its 
mid 14th century appearance. John Fortin a wine trader and his family lived 
here in c1290 and their medieval life style can be heard on an inclusive audio 
tour. Remember to ask about the ghosts! 
There is a step up into the building and the upper floor can only be accessed 
by a flight of steps, there being no lift. 
Admission charges apply. 
Opening times: Closed until April 2010. 
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