
Southampton’s city centre is compact and easy to explore on foot 
using these notes and the central Southampton map from the 
Tourist Information Centre on which the grid references are based. 
The suggested route begins at the Tourist Information Centre, and 
opening times for the museums and galleries are listed on the back 
of this leaflet. 
 
Begin the day with some culture at the City Art Gallery (C3). The 
gallery has a range of art from the 14th century to modern times, 
including studio ceramics.  
 

  
 Southampton City Art Gallery 
 
Cross the road behind the Art Gallery into West Park (C2). From 
here a leisurely stroll takes you past the Cenotaph, the design for 
which was the model for the London Cenotaph. Then cross to East 
Park (C2) where you can see the Titanic Engineers’ memorial and 
the Peace Fountain. Paths lead down through Palmerston Park 
(C3) and Houndwell Park (C4), at the lower end of which you reach 
Hanover Buildings. By turning right at this point you will arrive at the 
Bargate (C4).  
 
The Bargate, parts of which date from around 1175 AD, is one of 
the finest medieval gateways in Britain. Inside, is a modern art 
gallery where exhibitions are regularly held.  
 

  
 Bargate Monument 
 

Shopping 
Just north of the Bargate is a pedestrianised shopping centre with a 
popular array of high street stores and the entrance to one of 
Southampton’s modern attractions, WestQuay (C4). 
 
WestQuay is the premier shopping complex in Southampton and 
has many shops, restaurants, cafes and bars. Take your time and 
relax before seeking out some more of Southampton’s history on 
this tour.  
 
The line of Southampton’s fine, surviving medieval town walls is 
shown in brown on the central map.  Come out of WestQuay by the 
entrance on Above Bar (C4) go back down to the Bargate and 
follow the line of the walls on your right. As you go round (B4, B5, 
B6) you will find information boards telling you of Southampton’s 
long and varied history. 
 

  
 Arundel Tower 
 
Waterfront 
From Mayflower Park (A5, B5) there is a good view of the 
waterfront. There is always something happening on Southampton 
Water. In the spring, summer and autumn, cruise ships regularly 
berth in Southampton while all year, huge container vessels use the 
terminal that is part of Southampton docks. 
 
The Maritime Museum (C6) tells the story of the port and shipping 
in Southampton including an exhibition about the Titanic 
(accessible only by steps). Find out how the loss of the ship in 1912 
had such a devastating effect on the people of Southampton. 
 

  
 Maritime Museum 
 
The Museum of Archaeology (D6) has the story of Roman, Saxon 
and Medieval Southampton but the galleries are accessible only by 
using stairs. Finds displayed here from Roman and Saxon times 
are some of the finest in the country.  
  
From the Town Quay (C6) there are good views of Southampton 
Water and towards ships berthed in the Eastern Docks (D6).  While 
the docks are not open to the public, the 12 minute ride on the 
Hythe Ferry (C6) passes close to the berths in this part of the 
Docks.  The Hythe Pier train then takes you to the village of Hythe 
which can be explored before returning to Town Quay with views of 
Southampton from the water. 
 
Walking from Town Quay eastwards on the main road will bring you 
past the entrance to the Eastern Docks and the very impressive 
South Western House, which in 1912 was the first class hotel 
where some of those who embarked on 
Titanic spent their last night in England. Continuing along Canute 
Road (D6, E6) you reach Ocean Village with its marina.  
 
Close by is Solent Sky aviation museum (E5). Here you can 
experience being on board a huge Sandringham flying boat and 
see a range of historic aircraft, including a later version of the 
famous Spitfire. There are lifts to the upper parts of the museum. 
 

  
 Solent Sky Museum 
 
Oxford Street, nearby, (D5), has a wide range of bars, bistros 
and restaurants where you can relax and reflect over the many 
sights you have seen before making your way back to the High 



Street. On the corner of Bernard Street and the High Street is Holy 
Rood Church (C5) dedicated as the Merchant Navy memorial in 
Southampton, and containing the Titanic Crew memorial. 
 
Crossing High Street from here brings you to St Michael’s Church 
(C5) at which you turn left towards the Medieval Merchant’s 
House. From here it is an easy walk to Bugle Street which contains 
buildings from different historical times including Tudor House and 
the rebuilt Duke of Wellington pub. 
 

   Medieval Merchant’s House   
  
Features 
 
The City Art Gallery has a total collection of over 3,500 works of 
art, a selection from which is on display. The collection covers six 
centuries of European culture from the Italian Renaissance to 
French impressionism with its core collection focussing on British 
art. Open Monday to Saturday from 10am-6pm, Saturday and 
Sunday 11-6pm. Admission free.  
Tel: 023 8083 2277 www.southampton.gov.uk/art  
 
The Central Parks provide a lovely green space in the heart of the 
city and are very much a feature of Southampton. The parks were 
fully restored a few years ago to their Victorian splendour and 
contain sculptures, a fountain, rose gardens and a bandstand. 
www.southampton.gov.uk/leisure/parksgreenspaces/parks     
 
The Bargate medieval town gateway’s first floor is now home to the 
a-space gallery, featuring modern art, which is open to the public 
when there are exhibitions. The gallery is closed when exhibitions 
are being changed. Access to the first floor of the Bargate is by a 
steep flight of steps with handrails, but there is no lift.  
Tel: 023 8033 8778 www.aspacearts.org.uk  
 

WestQuay, a large undercover shopping mall, has anchor stores – 
John Lewis and Marks and Spencer. It has a food terrace with a 
range of cafes and restaurants. 
www.west-quay.co.uk  
 
The Old Town Walls are some of the best preserved in the country 
with about half of the original one mile circuit still standing.  
Information boards are placed at intervals to tell Southampton’s 
story. 
 
Free Guided Walks around the western walls of the Old Town start 
on the south (High Street) side of the Bargate by the railings of the 
building. Take place every Sunday at 10.30am throughout the year 
and more frequently in the summer months. Tel: 023 8083 3333 
www.stga.org.uk  
 
The Maritime Museum tells the story of the Port of Southampton 
with an exhibition about RMS Titanic. The ground floor is accessible 
for those with a disability but access to the upper floor and the 
Titanic exhibition is only via stairs.  Open: Monday to Friday 11am-
4pm, Saturday and Sunday 11am-6pm. Admission charges apply.  
Tel: 023 8022 3941 www.southampton.gov.uk/museums  
 
The Museum of Archaeology has exhibits from prehistoric, 
Roman, Saxon and medieval Southampton. Open: Thursday and 
Friday 10am-6pm, Saturday and Sunday 11am-6pm. Admission 
charges are the same as the Maritime Museum. Tel: 023 8083 
5732 www.southampton.gov.uk/museums 
 
Hythe Ferry. Tel 023 8084 0722 www.hytheferry.co.uk   
 
Solent Sky aviation museum has a range of aircraft telling the story 
of aircraft building and design in and around Southampton. 
Particularly featured is R J Mitchell, who lived in Southampton and 
designed the famous World War II fighter, the Spitfire. Admission 
charges apply.  
Tel: 023 8063 5830 www.spitfireonline.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
For further information contact: 
Southampton Tourist Information Centre 
9 Civic Centre Road 
Southampton 
SO14 7FJ 
Tel: 023 8083 3333 
Email: tourist.information@southampton.gov.uk  
 
www.visit-southampton.co.uk   
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